
Synopsis of the 2020 VisChem Institute
A Brief Recap of Major Events
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VisChem Institute – Day 1

Meet and Greet

Experience VisChem as a student
Air, water, solid NaCl, dissolving NaCl, and 
chemical speciation

Reflect asynchronously on survey data

Analyze sample student storyboards

Read literature on chemistry triplet
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Interactions via 
chat, video, and 
breakout groups

Multiple choice 
and free 
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Parking lot 
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further 
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VisChem Institute – Day 2

Discuss literature in breakout rooms

Experience the Cognitive Learning Model 
as a student

Discuss pedagogical features of VisChem, 
read literature, and revise accordingly

Respond to VisChem Institute Mid-Survey

Use VisChem Learning Design to develop 
precipitation lesson plan
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VisChem Institute – Day 3

Share mid-institute feedback and updates

Discuss, revise, and upload learning 
design tasks

Explore acid-bases and quantitative topics 
through VisChem

Read misconception papers 
asynchronously

Meet in expert groups to discuss papers
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VisChem Institute – Day 4

Meet in mixed breakout groups

Explore asynchronous redox activity as a 
student

Debrief redox activity

Analyze sample student storyboards

Reflect on VCI

Discuss VisChem research in 2020-21 
school year
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VisChem Institute – Day 4

13:25:47 From Brielle: I expected to see the water molecules    
always touching each other, but that would be 
too busy.

13:26:15 From Candice: Simplifies complex systems to look at specific 
interactions

13:26:52 From Sienna: So we are supposed to rewrite the ones that we've 
already said? If so, it looks like the water is "carrying" 
the silver chloride to the lattice

13:26:53 From Erin: electron clouds are absent
13:27:17 From Ed: Doesn't show the electron transfer, aside from 

"redistribution of electron cloud"
13:27:18 From Alex: No way to visualize the forces that are holding 

atoms/ions together
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